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A corpse cloaked in secrets rests in an ancient tomb deep
beneath Notre-Dame Cathedral, but its identity remains elusive.
One priest is determined to find out who the dead man is and
what he’s hiding . . .

Father Michael Dominic is called to France for an unusual
assignment. A fourteenth-century bishop was found in a crypt
buried under the burnt remnants of Notre-Dame—but he’s
wearing the ring of a cardinal, and two parchment scrolls had
been hidden in his garment sleeve. Who was this 700-year-old
custodian of carefully guarded secrets?

Once Father Dominic decodes the rolled scrolls, long-hidden
confessions are exposed that throw France into political turmoil
while creating havoc within Dominic’s own team of friends.
Relationships are tested and shocking new revelations emerge in
The Avignon Affair.

EDITORIAL REVIEWS
“If you like your books intelligent, professionally written, staggeringly well
researched and curated, and historically informative, whilst combining ancient
theological mystery with contemporary action thriller, you will not find a better
writer, and this series will be well and truly up your street…

As usual, the real star of the book is McAvoy’s work ethic; I can truly say that I
have rarely, if ever, read an author who takes their research so seriously and
meticulously—he is a masterclass tutor for history-based fiction authors.” —
MATT McAVOY, MJV Literary Reviews UK (no relation to author)

“The Avignon Affair, like the previous books in the series, stars Father Michael
Dominic, a Vatican priest who specializes in ancient documents and artifacts.
During repair work at the damaged Notre-Dame in Paris, an excavation leads
to the discovery of someone who appears to be a bishop buried in the
foundations of the cathedral, with documents sewn into his sleeves. Dominic
is summoned by the French Minister of Culture to help decipher these
documents, and before you know it, Dominic and his friends are finding clues
to a long lost treasure and breaking into the tomb of an infamous pope. Even
more consequential than the treasure, however, are long hidden documents
that purportedly reveal the bloodline that rightfully possesses the throne of
France.

The Avignon Affair departs a bit from the previous books in that it is more of a
political thriller, with multiple characters attempting to seize power in France
during a period of social unrest. We have a villain staging terrorist attacks to
destabilize the current administration, a government official imposing martial
law for his own political purposes, and a Duke attempting to crown himself
King based on a long lost papal document. The book definitely illustrates how
far some people are willing to go to achieve and keep power, and one
definitely might wonder whether McAvoy was inspired by events that occurred
here in the US in the last few years.

As usual, McAvoy’s writing is very thoroughly researched and, together with
co-author Ron Moore, reveals an extensive knowledge of architecture,
weaponry, and cutting edge technology. All of the details in this book make it
hard to discern what’s real and what’s made up, but McAvoy helpfully tells us
in an appendix at the end.

I strongly recommend readers to pick up The Avignon Affair, as well as the
other books in the Vatican Secret Archives series.” — BEN CHENG
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