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Father Michael Dominic, prefect of the Vatican Secret Archives in
Rome, is entrusted with the mission of transporting the original
17th-century trial documents of Galileo to Loyola Law School in
Chicago. The stage is set for a modern historical moot courtroom
trial of Galileo’s original heresy charges, commemorating the
400th anniversary of the legendary event.

In this riveting reenactment, Galileo’s fate lies in the hands of the
Vatican’s current chief prosecutor—a cunning bishop from the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, and his defense, a
distinguished law professor harboring a mysterious past. All the
while, the Pope’s deteriorating health has the Roman Curia on
edge, as ambitious contenders jockey for position in the
anticipated papal election.

But the plot thickens when priceless historical exhibits vanish the
night before the trial! With no time to lose, Father Michael’s team
is forced to divide and conquer, pursuing every lead to recover
the stolen treasures. As they face perilous twists and turns, they
must also contend with shadowy plots from rival factions.

The stakes are high as Father Michael and his team race against
time to uncover the truth behind this pulse-pounding mystery.
With hidden agendas emerging from the shadows and help
materializing from the most unexpected sources, loyalties are put
to the ultimate test. Hold onto your seats and prepare for a tense
ride as Father Michael courageously battles to unravel the
enigmatic conspiracy known as The Galileo Gambit.

EDITORIAL REVIEWS
“Returning for another Father Michael Dominic story, Gary McAvoy dazzles
once more. As McAvoy utilizes the insights of Ronald L. Moore to enrich the
story, the reader is treated to another stunning story, steeped in history,
religious perspective, and thrilling development. When Father Dominic is
invited to Chicago to attend a legal conference with a modern retrying of
Galileo for heresy against the Catholic Church, things take a significant turn
and old wounds are opened once more. With more enemies than Father
Dominic can count, the action is sure to grow exponentially as the danger
mounts. McAvoy does a stellar job and his foundation is only strengthened by
Moore’s addition.

There have been few series that have captivated my attention like Gary
McAvoy’s Vatican Archives. The characters, many of whom are returning from
book to book, enrich the story with their own development, while others
continue to cast shadows of deception and doubt. This provides great
contrast and allows the author to keep the thrills high. While the plot twists are
many, the core struggle is clear from the outset, matched with some historic
event that is retold and explained through the modern lens. McAvoy and
Moore do a fabulous job pulling history and modern interpretations together,
allowing the reader to bask in the best aspects of both. At the heart of it all is
the trial, which takes a few liberties, but pushes someone to the tenets raised
by the Church all those years ago, while turning things into a Kangaroo Court
to destroy Father Domenic. As I have said before, these books are less about
the inculcation of religious beliefs on the reader than showing how the power
of the Church and Christianity can still bend people in certain direction. A
formidable addition to the series that has me wanting more and to see just
how Father Dominic will handle some of his most recent struggles.
— MATT PECHEY, Reedsy Discovery
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